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FOR: (GUAM) HERBERT, CARROLL, KELLY AND HALL FROM 
JULIA TAFT 

SENIOR CIVILIAN COORDINATORS 

GQM USG HAS APPROVED THE OPTION WHICH ALLOWS USE OF THE 
VIETNAMESE SHIP "VIET -NAM THUONG TIN," AS A MEANS OF 
TRANSPORTING VIETNAMESE REPATRIATES TO THEIR HOMELAND. 

2. THIS ADVANCE NOTICE OF APPROVAL IS DESIGNED ONLY TO 
PREVENT BLOODSHED ON GUAM WHERE REPATRIATE ACTIVITY MAY 
WELL LEAD TO CIOLENCE IF AND WHEN ADVERSE NEWS ABOUT 
REPATRIATES' FUTURE IS ANNOUNCED BY UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE 
RIZVI (CURRENTLY ON GUAM). 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE REPATRIATES THAT APPROVAL TO USE 
THE SHIP IS CONTINGENT UPON ADVERSE REACTION TO INFORMATION 
FROM RIZVI AND/OR REFUSAL TO SEND REPATRIATE DELEGATION 

TO VISIT PRG OBSERVERS AT THE UN IN NEW YORK. 

4. THIS INFORMATION CLASSIFIED UNTIL RELEASED BY STATE 
DEPT. OR SENIOR CIVIL COORDINATOR GUAM. 

5. PRESS RELEASE SCHEDULED FOR 30 SEPT 1230 HOURS WASH 
FOLLOWS: 

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO ACCEDE TO THE 
URGENT PLEAS OF REPATRIATES ON GUAM TO RETURN TO THEIR 
HOMELAND VIA A VIETNAMESE SHIP CURRENTLY IN THE GUAM 
HARBOR. THE "VIET-NAM THUONG TIN," A 487-FOOT VESSEL 
WHICH CARRIED VIETNAMESE SELF-EVACUEES TO GUAM WILL 
BE REPAIRED, FULLY PROVISIONED, AND FUELED FOR USE BY 
THE 1,600 VIETNAMESE WHO WISH TO SAIL IT TO THEIR 
COUNTRY. IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE PREPARATIONS WILL 
REQUIRE TWO TO THREE WEEKS AND THAT THE PASSAGE FROM 
GUAM TO PIETNAM WILL TAKE ABOUT TWO WEEKS. WORK WILL 
BEGIN IMMEDIATELY TO RETURN THE 6,275-GROSS-TON SHIP 
TO A FULL SEAWORTHY STATE. END TEXT. INGERSOLL 
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